A
HOW TO MARRY IN

Step-by-step guide to organising
vour civil ceremony at an
approved venue in Suffolk
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PHOTOGRAPHY: SIMON WATSON PHOTOGRAPHY, www.simonwatson-photography.co.uk
ON LOCATION AT: FOREST LODGE, BRANDON, www.forestlodgeweddings.co.uk

¥ ongratulations — wouve chosen (o
marry In Suffalk in & civil

\ ceremany at one of mare than
100 approved venuwes in our beaudiful
cournty. MNow's the time to start the
planning in eamest, But before you get
carried away in a blur of bridal boutiques,
cake-tasting and decoration-cralting, make
sure you have completed the legal
formalities and most importanthy, booked
vour registrar — without them there may be
a big party but vou woen't be legally
married. So; where (o start?

With the wide range of approved venues in
Sufalk the hardest part ol planning your
wedding s choasing the perfect place

Fram bams to stateh! homes and
averything between, Suffoll has some of
the most varied settings. Once you've
chosen a venue vou'll need to set a date and
time — booking a registrar to perform and
reqgister the marriage for yow. While many
couples sl favear the traditional Saturday
cerermony, Sundays and bank holidays ane
also popular, Be flexible and have more
than one date and time in mind as
ceremonies are booked an a first come first
served basis. Your venue should be able to
hedp vou with which office you need o
contact to book a registrar. See the guide to
vour loczl register office on page 23.

Date, time and venue booked, vou'll both
need to give your notice of marriage for the
ceremoy 1o take place, If you are British

or EL citizens, you will give nofice inthe

district(s) in which you e, You should do
this no earier than 12 manths before the
date of your wedding and no later than 29

days before vour chosen date, The rnubes

regarding notice of marmiage have
changed and once you have both given
notice there is no need for you o remain at
thie address you were fiving at when you
gave it.

This won't affect the waiting period (28
daws), during which vour nothces will be
displaved on a public nofice board in a
register office or via the certificates for a
marmiage, which are issued wihen the notice
comes down from the board, We would
recommend giving notlce around 10
meanths prior to the ceremaony.

Some register offices are booked weelks
in advance for these appointrments so it s
aclvisable to secure your date as soon as
yoal arg able, At your notice of marriage
appaintment you will be asked to bring
docurnents to confirm your identiy

When vou boolt vour appointment the
register office will go through what is
required but this is likely to include
passport, birth certificate, decree absolte,

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

death certificate of a former spouse,
change of name documents arnd a current
proof of address, if you are a non-EEA
cltizen or sublect to immigration contral
you will need to arrange volr notios of
marriage appoiniment with alther the
Ipswich or Bury 5t Edmunds office and the
waiting period could be extended 1o 70
days. The current fee for giving notice of

marriage is E35 per person.

A civil marriage ceremaony i an approved
venue can be as traditional. grand or
simple as you wish. There are the legal
wiords you have 1o say but vou can
personalise the ceremony by wrifing vour
own vouws and promises toeach other.
Legally, vou need two witnesses (o sign the
register with vou — a nlce way of inaoking
friends and famiby = and vou can bring in
mare special people by asking them (o
read poetry or prose

You can have miusic for the ceremomy
and during the signing of the register.
This can be recorded or live musicians but
poetry, prose and musie must not have
redigious content,

Suffoll Registration Service has its own Facebook page, The page |s

available for couples to ask questions about bry aspect of the service and

we try to answer guestions promptly. Every waek wa ke to publish

phaotographs of our couples’ ceremonies apd the venues, as well as seme interesting
wedding and registration facts. So add us as a friend on Facebaok and share yaur

special day withus
wwi facehook com/suffolkregisirars
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OTHER
CEREMONIES

Aswell as weddings Suffolk Registration
Serice offers additional ceremonses that
can be held al any register office or
approved venue in the county These ang:

DOUBLE CELEBRATION
CEREMONIES

A legal and nondegal ceremony on the same
day at & licensed venue. This option is for
couples whao wish to marny at an approved
premises where there are rocms eensed for
mearriage but who also want to hold a
ceremaony elsewhere at that verue inan arca
that is unlicensed, The opticm is 4o hold a
rion-egal ceremony in the unlicensed part of
the presmises and follow that immediately
afterwards with a short legal cerernony with
witnesses. O vou may prefer to hold vour
legal ceremony first followed immediatehs by
the nondegal ceremor.

RENEWAL OF VOWS

A renewal of vows ceremany is for any
coliple wishing to renaw their marriage or
civil partnership commitment.

This is ideal for celebrating a special
anniversary, or if you mamied abroad and
want to celebrate with friends and famiky
who couldn't be present.

MARRIRGE
CELEBRATION
CEREMONIES

Adso known as ganlen ceremonies, a
mamiage celebration ceremony mirrars
the actual marriage ceremany but without
legal words being spoken. This means the
ceremony can almast take place
anywhere special to you: a wondland, a
beach or perhaps a friend's garden.

Yo may also like to combine this
ceremony with vour legal ceremary
either in the week before or earlier an the
same day.
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OF A CIVIL PARTNMERSHIP
INTO A MBRRIAGE

It is e possitle o convert & civil partrership
inloa marriage, The conversion i a simple,
administrative process for which you can choose
to have & colebration ceremaony afterwards,

CONVERSION

=

From Apal 1, 2018 1o March 31, 2020

LOCAL AUTHORITY ROOMS From April 1, 2018 to March 31, CELEBRATION/ Fram April 1, 2019 ta March 31,
{avilallis Monday to Friday and 20719 ESG0 GARDEM CEREMONY 2020: £480
saturday mrnings Fram April 1,-2018 to March 31, tncluding legal ceremony in local
From April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2020: £580 authonty roam) Spm-Bpm
2018 £260 Monday to Saturds Fram April 1, 2008 to March 31,
From April 1, 2019 to March 31, Spm-8pm From April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2009 ESED
2020: E290 From April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2018 E580 From April 1, 2008 to
2019: £5495 From April 1, 2019 to March 21, March 31, 2020:
APPROVED PREMISES From April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020: EGM ESE0
Monday to Saturday 2020 ER15
Sam-5pm SunHays & Bank Hel
From April 1, 2018 to March 31, DOUBLE CEREMONIES From April 1, 2018 to March 31, Fam-5pm

2008; E460
From April 1, 2019 to March 31,
2020: E480

Spm-8pm

From April 1, 2018 to March 31,
2019 £560

From Aprii 1, 2018 to March 31,
2020: ESE0

Sinsiayi & Bank H

Sam-5pm

(held ata licensed premises and

mcluding legal ceremaony)

From April 1, 2018 to March 31,

2018:; E580

From April 1, 2019 to March 31,

2020: EGOT
LN CIVY G E 5

From April 1, 2018 to Marnch 3,

2013; EB80

From April 1, 2019 to March 31,

2020: £701

2018: EGBO

Frem April 1, 2018 ta March 31,
2020

ETON

CELEBRATION/

GARDEN ONLY OR RENEWAL
OF VOWS

Qam-5pm

From April 1, 2018 to March 31,
2019: £460

From Aprii 1, 2018 to March 31,
2019:

ESED

From April 1, 2019 to March 31,
2020: £S80

Spm-Bpm

Frem April 1, 2018 to

March 31, 2019;

E£595

From April 1, 2018 to March 31,
20200 £615

*Phus £75 inspaction fee forf an unlicensed promisas, Pleass nots that approved venues have thislr own schadule of
feas in addstion to Suffolk County Council's attendance charges, which will need te ba taken infe scoount.
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A SUFFOLK CEREMONY




